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PRICE ONE GUINEA

CENTENARY DAY!
In early February it
Centenary Day
was my duty to meet
Mike Skivington
and greet the Mayor
Coach Trip
and other dignitaries 100 years of
Membership
for our centenary
day, also attended by Talks
Insects & wildlife to see
Tobias Ellwood MP,
locally in springtime
and Chris Packham. We Pictures old and new
also welcomed
Lantern Update
representatives of
organisations who
have helped us financially, museum
advisers and academics from the
University.
Chris Packham our patron made two really significant contributions to
the day by both talking to the “Young Explorers” group and talking to
adult members after the cake-cutting ceremony. We are very grateful
for arranging Chris’ visit.
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Although the presence of our distinguished guests gave a certain
gravitas to the day it was the hard work of the organisers, Grenham
Ireland, Kathleen White and Jill Abbot, the exhibitors from the various
sections and not least those who put on the magnificent finger buffet
that helped to make the day a success. Thank you all very much indeed.
I was very flattered to be invited to become President of BNSS this
year, partly because I am following a fascinating group of men and
women who have held the post, varying from incredibly well-informed
naturalists to distinguished scientists and researchers, and partly
because this is our centenary year in our present home.
Previous Presidents have done the job in a variety of ways to suit
their personalities. There are certain fixed points in the year, such
as VIP visits and the President’s address, which must be observed.
Otherwise my predecessors have taken different approaches. I set myself
two aims. One was to get to as many talks by visiting lecturers and
either thank them personally for coming, or if requested by the session
chairman, to propose a formal vote of thanks. My other aim was to get
to know more of you, especially those who I know by sight but do not
know them by name. Please help me in this latter aim by introducing

yourselves.

The first formal duty I had to
perform was to present the
“Volunteer of the Year award”. This
year it was a great pleasure to
give it to Keith Patenotte. I am
sure all of you are aware of the
work he does. He has restored many
of our display cabinets, increased
the safety of the large glass
fronted cabinets in the museum
room, designed and built donation
boxes etc. He has a deep knowledge
of our collections and shows
visitors round these and is
particularly good with children. A
very well deserved honour for a
valued member of BNSS.

Mike Skivington
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Lantern Update
In the last newsletter I mentioned that the main issue holding up completion of the
lantern was the availability of suitable ridge tiles to replace those lost in the re-roof
process. Since then the discussions between our architect and the Conservation Officer
have been concluded, and that in the absence of any suitable second hand tiles, we need
to have new tiles manufactured
that match as closely as possible to
the originals.
An order has now been placed with
a pottery with, at the time of
writing in mid February, delivery
due in the week commencing 8th
March. This is an unwelcome
addition to our costs that had not
originally been anticipated.
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100 years at 39 – a society of special people PART 1
Bournemouth was still a small but rapidly growing settlement in the second half of
the 19th century. Attracting significantly well-to-do and professional individuals,
learned and cultural societies of various kinds were formed. Natural Science in its
various branches spawned interest groups that grew up and faded out, until a
determined effort succeeded in 2003, meeting initially at the home of Miss Agnes
Rooper, botanist and horticulturalist, who also became its first Secretary.
This nucleus included the then mayor of Bournemouth, Alderman J E Beale, who
became the first President. A year later with a membership of 112,
rules were approved, the subscription fixed at five shillings per annum,
and the first Honorary member elected. This was none other than Dr
Alfred Russel Wallace. Dr Wallace (1823 -1913) was a man of many
talents, explorer, collector, naturalist, geographer, anthropologist and
political commentator. He had the revolutionary idea of evolution by
natural selection concurrently but independently of Charles Darwin.
Dr Wallace made a further important contribution to biogeography with the
discovery of a faunal boundary between Asia and Australia, subsequently named
Wallace’s Line in his honour by Thomas Huxley. He died in Broadstone in
November 1913, although offered burial at Westminster Abbey, his family chose
Broadstone Cemetery, where his dramatic grave is still unmissable. Having first
proposed his son William to the Society, W G Wallace was appointed the first
Honorary Curator in 1917, a post he relinquished in 1921 in favour of Rev C O S
Hatton, but he remained an active member until his death in 1951.
Specimens collected and meticulously recorded by some early members formed the
bedrock of the Museum’s collections. The acquisition of 39 Christchurch Road in
2020 enabled these to be properly housed, added to and curated. In 1922 Dr G
Crallan, another founder member and second President, presented his collection of
British Lepidoptera in two large cabinets (nos 10 and 11) with a total of 80
drawers. In 1938 Dr Crallan gave to the Society his collection of foreign
Lepidoptera in a large cabinet.
Following the First World War membership increased rapidly to 423. Included was
the Lord Grenfell, much decorated for his military service first in southern Africa
and later in Egypt – he was President from 1918 – 1920, so the first in the new
premises. In this role he received some 250 members to an “At Home” on 7th
February 2020, supported by the Chairman of Council, Sir Daniel Morris. Later the
room housing Egyptology was named after him.
Another member who joined at that time was Mr Heywood Sumner who became
President in 1926. His field work uncovered the fact that before its development
Bournemouth had not merely been rough heathland and scrubby woods as had
been the perception. Quarrying and building had revealed earlier populations.
Heywood Sumner made a critical survey of the archaeological sites in the area
including a long barrow and more than one hundred round barrows, which he
accurately plotted on the Ordnance Survey. He also made important Roman
discoveries in the New Forest now housed in the British Museum.
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Capital for the purchase of No 39 had been found by the issue to members of
Debentures bearing 6% interest. This amounted to £2000 for the leasehold, a
further £800 for the freehold and £450 for internal alterations and legal fees.
The building still had its shortcomings however, and it was decided to build a new
Lecture Hall – initially expected to seat 200. The foundation stone was laid on
July 8th 1928 not, as carved on the stone, by Sir Daniel Morris who was at home
ill in bed on the day, but by his wife, Lady Morris. It was officially opened by Sir
George Meyrick on 9th October 1929.
The seats for the Hall were chosen by a committee appointed for the purpose,
and because of their size, only 100 could be accommodated. 50 were donated by
Mr Piava, for many years Secretary of the Society and the rest were given, one
each by fifty members.
The building was always a headache, drainage problems, repeated dry rot, a
poorly constructed roof, not to mention the lantern, have been a constant drain
on resources. The financial position was often grim. Social and cultural events
put on over the years by the dedicated Tea and Entertainment Committee made a
big contribution but could not clear the debts. Cliff Edge! To be continued - - - -

Jill Abbot

(From a multitude of sources)
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Some Members
& Young Explorers
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A Look at some Local Places around Bournemouth to
see Butterflies and other Interesting Creatures in
Springtime
As Spring fast approaches, though wet and
Painted Lady
windy, looking at the plants flowering in my
garden, it is already here! Though we may
still yet get another “Beast from the East “, so
fingers crossed for the wildlife!

We are extremely well blessed in Dorset with many wonderful sites to visit just a few
miles away, such as the New Forest, the Purbecks, the Downs etc. However, you
may not be aware of how many really good local sites there are in Bournemouth.
Hengistbury Head is well known and regularly
visited, it is known as a breeding site for the
Natterjack Toad and a great site to spot Adders
and Common Lizards, plus numerous bird
species. As an insect man myself, the large Nettle
Beds on route from the mini golf course to
Christchurch Harbour, provide homes for the
larvae of
some of our
prettier
butterflies such
as the Small
Tortoiseshell,
Peacock, Red
Admirals and
Commas. The
staff also run
regular moth
trappings. They show an abundance of species that occur on site.
https://www.visithengistburyhead.co.uk/visitorcentre/The-Visitor-Centre.aspx

Green Hairstreak

Another area well worth a visit for wildlife is
Turbary Common, an amazing site with multiple
habitats, including wet and dry Heath, grassland,
trees and shrubs and a few ponds. Often a good
site for the Green Hairstreak, an elusive butterfly,
easier to see on the wing in May and June, but
nearly invisible amongst the leaves when at rest,
as it is bright green on its underside. A great site for birds including the Dartford
Warbler, and Reptiles, Amphibians, Butterflies and Dragonflies, of which many
species can be seen.
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Not far away is a roundabout
where the A341 and the A347
meet. If you cross it, you find
a little parking area outside
the Cherry Tree Nursery (pay
it a visit!). You can walk from
here across the fields to the River Stour
where a lot of wildlife may be seen; look for
Orange Tip Butterflies in April to June (and
for the Banded Demoiselle in July to August ) along the river. There is often a famous Kingfisher to be seen here – very close views.
I hope that you will visit some of these sites in the
Spring and enjoy their delights as I have often done
so myself, and of course they are not the only
ones. It is a shame that we often ignore or neglect
those gems that are on our doorstep and if we
don’t appreciate them and protect them they can
sometimes disappear to developments!

I add this thought, as a few years ago I discovered a
Orange Tip
wonderful little wildflower meadow at Iford, near
Tesco, off the Riverside Avenue from Castle Lane, it
was full of insect life and a year later had been grubbed up for an extension of the
Golf Course, a horrific and unnecessary loss!
Look everywhere you go, you can see insects, birds, on any tree or shrub.
Bournemouth Gardens, Horseshoe Common, Meyrick Golf Course, anywhere along
the clifftops, Millhams Mead, the Chines, we have a rich diversity. The BNSS
gardens offer a wide selection of birds, mammals, frogs, newts, rare trees, just ask
one of the naturalists or volunteer gardeners.
I wish you all an enjoyable spring and hope you will find and appreciate your own
little local gems for wildlife a little more, the extra bonus is you can save petrol and
effort if you travel to more local site treasures, and we still retain some scenic green
spaces. Next we will look at some summer sites.
Mark Spencer To be continued - Summer in Bournemouth in the next issue
You might also look out for the Peregrines, here at the Lansdowne Tower again for
the 10th year, having missed 2019 for unknown reason. Also check out the
http://www.bournemouthperegrines.org.uk/ webcam (which we helped to instigate), becomes
active. Best time to watch around the Tower will be early June when the chicks
fledge, but can be seen anytime.
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COACH TRIP DETAILS – CHICHESTER AREA (Preliminary)
Date: Weds June 10th 2020

Depart BNSS building at 8.30 sharp. Limited places.

Morning 10.30 to 12.30 Choice of Weald and Downland Museum or West Dean Gardens
close by.
NB: All trippers will be
required to sign up for one of
the above options at payment
and before closure date.

12.30 depart for Chichester Central.
Lunchtime 1.00pm to 2.45pm
Chichester Central for lunch,
exploration, or shopping. The
Cathedral, one of Britain’s
grandest, is in the town centre

Afternoon 3.00pm to 5.00pm
Fishbourne Roman Palace. Time here allows for some exploration
and self service afternoon tea in the cafe (not included in
excursion cost).
Depart Fishbourne at 5pm. Arrive BNSS 18.45 approx
Total cost is £35 per person inc of entrance fees, coach and location maps.
NB: The venues are large and can, subject to the individual, involve walking, sometimes
over rough surfaces. Anyone signing up must be aware of this. If they have mobility
problems, a personal assistant will be required. All participants will be personally
responsible for their own care and safety at the three venues.
Please see the links below for more information so a choice of morning venue can be made.
Weald and Downland Museum: https://www.wealddown.co.uk/
West Dean Gardens: https://www.westdean.org.uk/gardens
DETAILS TO ENLIST WILL BE IN THE FOYER & EMAILS FOR UP TO DATES
Jolyon Crane
Chichester Cathedral has an added bonus. This is the best time of the year to see its
Peregrines, here for the last 18 years. The outside café is a good viewing point as the
chicks are fledged and calling, and sometimes see food drops.
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Just a Few
pictures
from BNSS
CENTENARY
DAY
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Thank you for all the comments on Centenary Day, many forwarded to Chris
Packham. Most of this issue, given over to this event, and looking back over
the past 100 years. Colin Lord’s article in the last newsletter was popular, so
thanks to Jill Abbot who has done much research and details from fellow
members, on a follow-up piece.
Chris was with the Young Explorers
for 1½ hours, some even saying it
was the treat of their lives, and our
patron then spent the same time
with the members, countless photos
taken, a speech including thanking
the volunteers, and those who
contributed much-needed money.
He left in his electric car, amusing us
reversing out by smartphone.
Those who still want photographs, or
send a message to Chris, please let me know. Also, if you wish to go on a Puffin Cruise, a
repeat of our trip last year, (7 seen) and Osprey Cruise (at least 7 seen last year) from Poole
Quay. I have 47 who now wish to visit Knepp Rewilding in West Sussex again, so there may
be another trip. Anyone interested in any of this, please contact me. But do try the walks
and talks from the programme.
I shall be giving up all volunteering jobs for the BNSS, newsletter, photographer,
ornithologist and arranging talks on ornithology and general, so we would welcome new
volunteers. I will do one more newsletter and if anyone comes forward will go through it
all, having done it on and off since it started with ‘Bournemouth Naturally’ 8 years ago. It
could probably do with a new look. Volunteers also wanted for our Open Days.
For those with smartphones, suggest you download https://www.inaturalist.org/ This app
is used by scientists, naturalists, you just show a picture and it will identify it, and will
eventually identify every biodiversity creature and flora on earth using AI, so becoming
more accurate, and is totally free.
Hard copies of the newsletter are available at the BNSS.
Please keep sending pictures or submitting articles,
however short, on any subject you wish, even if quirky or
critical. Send to:
ianjulian@virginmedia.com
Find us on Facebook

@BNSS1 on Twitter and Instagram
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