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APRIL SPEAKER TITLE CHAIRMAN
7 APRIL TUE ZOOM | Dr Petr Broz Volcanoes in the Solar System Kate Earl Astronomy
7:45pm Lecture

Please note later start
time. This is a joint
lecture with Wessex

Astronomical Society

Dr Broz will talk about classic silicate lava eruptions on rocky bodies like Earth and Mars to
massive shield volcanoes such as Olympus Mons, the largest known volcano. On icy worlds,
cryovolcanism erupts water, ammonia, or methane instead of molten rock, as seen on
Enceladus, a moon of Saturn. The most extreme example is sulfur-rich volcanism driven by tidal
heating on lo, making it the most volcanically active body in the Solar System. Dr Broz has been
a researcher at the Institute of Geophysics of the Czech Academy of Sciences since 2010,
focusing on volcanism across the Solar System, with his primary research interest being volcanic
features on Mars.

SAT
11 APRIL  10am-
12:30pm

IN- Young Steve

i Y Expl
HOUSE Explorers Shells with Sally Eyre Limburn oung Explorers

SAT

11 APRIL 2:30pm

IN-
HOUSE
& ZOOM

Wessex Marine Geophysics and Maritime Robin Archaeology
Archaeology Archaeology Hewett Lecture

A talk from Wessex Archaeology on the marine environment, exploring some of the various
techniques used in marine geophysics, including sidescan sonar & marine magnetometer, and
how to interpret and characterise potential archaeological features and submerged landscapes.
Examples of maritime archaeology projects will be discussed including ship, submarine and
aircraft wrecks. Wessex Archaeology is an archaeology and heritage service provider and
educational charity that have been investigating and recording archaeology for over 40 years
around the UK and the world.

TUE

14APRIL o0

IN-
HOUSE | Nick French Heroes & Zeroes of the Titanic p |
& ZOOM opple

Bryan History Lecture

This talk with a twist covers the Titanic's journey from the moment she was conceived until after
her demise. As with most catastrophes, blame is usually attributed to more than just one
individual. Nick identifies those responsible for Titanic’s misfortune but also those unsung heroes
who came to the rescue. Originally from Zimbabwe, Nick holds an MA in Material Science and
Business Administration & built a successful career in international petrochemical sales In 2016
he moved to Cape Town, where he developed an interest in historical research & presentations.
He is now based in Hampshire.

SAT

18 APRIL 2:30pm

IN- The 2025 Photo Competition

HOUSE Tony Grant Awards Tony Grant

The Hall will open at
2pm for viewing the
winning photos.

Tony will present the 2025 Photo Competition Awards, followed by a brief discussion of
photographic techniques. All winning photos will be on display in the hall. Refreshments will be
available. Tony trained & worked as a metallurgist at Hamworthy Foundry Poole and worked in
quality assurance for several companies. Since retirement, he has taken an interest in wildlife
photography, especially insects. He volunteers in the wildlife survey at Upton Country Park,
specialising in moths, and is the Slide Curator at the BNSS.




APRIL SPEAKER TITLE CHAIRMAN
TUE IN- Kay . Bryan .

21 APRIL 7:30pm HOUSE | Townsend Fairgrounds at War 1939-1945 Popple History Lecture
They had to contend with rationing of fuel, prizes and also the lights had to be shrouded and of
course there was sadness. Rides and caravans were blown to pieces. They ran out of
ammunition for the shooting gallery, one showman was arrested in the stall. After the
Government closed them down, they then begged them to open again! We also mention Billy
Smart (of circus fame) & what he was up to. Weymouth author & historian Kay Townsend is the
only person to talk & write on Fairgrounds & has been doing talks since 2007. Her book,
Fairgrounds at War, was published in 2010.

25 APRIL SAT Museum Open to Public 10am-4pm Contact: Pam Field

26 APRIL SUN Museum Open to Public 10am-4pm Contact: Pam Field

28 APRIL TUE tbe lan Baker Unllocklng the se(.:ret V\.IOI'ld of .sm.all Grenham Science Lecture

7:30pm animals: thermal imaging of wildlife| Ireland
lan will show how thermal signatures of small mammals and marsupials can be used to unlock
their secrets, including thermal sensitivity and bioluminescent cooling, revealing an unexplored
world of infrared adaptations. The infrared arms race has driven the evolution of predators and
prey for over 200 million years & lan will show some of the incredible adaptations that small
mammals and their predators have evolved. lan is an Engineering Consultant at Leonardo UK
Ltd, a manufacturer of infrared detectors and cameras. He also uses the equipment in local
wildlife projects. His published research identifies possible novel functions of mammalian fur.
MAY SPEAKER TITLE CHAIRMAN
Debbie
TUE Eacott & The T-Level Route to Degree - Margaret
Tech L
5 MAY 7:30pm Zoom Benita A Case Study of Success Ross ech Lecture
Raphaels
Debbie explains the T-level qualification as an alternative to the traditional “A” levels, and the
new V-level qualification, currently being developed. Benita will tell her story of completing her
Digital T Level. T-level qualifications lead to a traditional 3 year university degree or to a 3 year T-
level degree, where students gain experience, earn a salary and have no student debt. Debbie
Eacott is Digital T Level lead at South Hampshire College Group. She holds an MSc in
Leadership in Education and has over a decade of experience with Awarding Bodies and
External Agencies as a Principal Examiner, Writer, and Reviewer, with deep expertise in digital
education and T Level qualifications. Benita's story is a fantastic example of the opportunities
that a technical education can provide.
SAT . . L .
9 MAY 10am- IN- Young Geological timeline journals / Silk Steve Youna Explorers
) HOUSE Explorers Road with Dorothy Gill Limburn gExp
12:30pm
IN- . . . . .
9 MAY SAT HOUSE Ph||_ The History of Highcliffe Rob!n General Lecture
2:30pm & ZOOM Broomfield Castle Gardens Hewitt

This lecture re-tells the story behind Lord Bute’s seaside retreat “High CIiff”, a miniature Kew,
built in the mid 1770’s, and the present day Highcliffe Castle built by his grandson in the 1830s. It
examines the historic landscape and grounds which overlook Christchurch Bay, and how they
have evolved to become a public pleasure grounds today. Phil Broomfield has run a garden
maintenance business for 14 years, is a local coordinator for the National Garden Scheme, and
the lead garden volunteer at the Russell-Cotes Museum garden.




MAY SPEAKER TITLE CHAIRMAN
12mAaY  _TYE  so0m | ProfNils Gravitational Waves Kate Earl  /stronomy
7:45pm Andersson Lecture

Please note later start
time. This is a joint
lecture with Wessex

Astronomical Society

A talk on how gravitational waves are ripples in spacetime caused by massive accelerating
objects like merging black holes and neutron stars. Nils Andersson is Professor of Applied
Mathematics at the University of Southampton. He is an expert on Einstein’s relativity and a wide
range of related problems in astrophysics, known for his monograph Gravitational-Wave

Astronomy: Exploring the Dark Side of the Universe. The younger public may know him better
as the award-winning author of children’s books featuring ‘Professor Kompressor'.

TUE

19MAY

ZOOM

James
Fradgley

Comets: What are they and where

do they come from?

Grenham
Ireland

Astronomy
Lecture

James Fradgley looks at comets - what they are, where they come from, where they are now,
types of orbit, some history and the effects of collisions with Earth. James Fradgley, M.Sc,

FRAS, MInstP, is past chair of BNSS astronomy & several other societies, and lectures widely on
astronomy related topics. He.holds as BA in Physics.

SAT

23MAY o om

IN-
HOUSE
& ZOOM

Denise Allen

Glass in Ancient Britain

Bryan
Popple

Archaeology
Lecture

Denise will explain the wide range of manufacturing techniques and uses of glass during the
Roman period. Glass is a wonderful material: malleable, durable, beautiful and recyclable. It was
first manufactured from sand and soda two millennia before the Romans came to Britain, in
areas where the ingredients were available. Coloured to produce a rainbow of hues, it was used
for inlays, jewellery and simple vessels. The discovery that glass could be blown occurred later,
as the Roman Empire was expanding. The invasion of Britain came at a time when glass vessels
were being produced in great variety and number, arriving here as personal possessions and
trade items. The first glass windows also date from this time. Dr Denise Allen completed her
PhD on Roman Glass in Britain and has studied and reported on excavated Roman glass
fragments for over 40 years. She was a Director and Guide Lecturer for Andante Travels for
many years and is co-author of Roman Britain and where to find it.

TUE

26MAY o om

Elephants, Ethics, and Al: Why
Autonomous Decisions Need Human
Wisdom - Connecting classic dilemmas
to modern contexts

Margaret

ZOOM Ross

Chris Ambler Tech Lecture

Chris Ambler explores how moral psychology shapes the split-second decisions of autonomous
vehicles, unpacks how bias, culture, and values get coded into machines, discovers why
sociocentric and individualistic communities demand different moral rules, and how Haidt’s
elephant and rider help explain the emotional side of Al. He will touch on nudge theory, the
butterfly effect, and the shifting role of humans and whether we stay ‘in the loop’ or drift ‘on the
loop'. It's a call to rethink Al not just as technology, but as moral machinery.  Chris is a Fellow
of the British Computer Society and a Graduate Member of the British Psychological Society,
and a published author (The Psychology of Al Decision Making ). For over 45 years he's been
involved in computing, serving in spanned senior roles in software quality assurance and testing
for organisations in defence, telecoms, finance, banking, transport, as well as researching the
psychology of human—Al interaction. He is driven by the question: how do we make technology
not only work, but behave responsibly?

SAT
10am-
4pm

30 MAY

Microscope Day
Joint Meeting of the BNSS and the Quekett
Microscopical Club and Museum Open Day

IN-
HOUSE

Grenham

Science
Ireland

Club members will display microscopes, microscopic life and geological specimens from 10am-
1pm and 2 -4pm. The Museum will also be open 10am-4pm.




JUNE SPEAKER TITLE CHAIRMAN
How far away are the stars?
2 JUN TUE ZOOM Dr Matthew Climbing the cosmic distance Kate Earl Astronomy
7:45pm Boswell ladder Lecture

Please note later start
time. This is a joint
lecture with Wessex

Astronomical Society

This talk explores how astronomers measure the vast distances to stars and galaxies by using a
series of interconnected methods—known as the cosmic distance ladder—where each
technique builds on the previous one to reach farther into the universe. Matt is Public
Astronomer at the Institute of Astronomy, University of Cambridge, where he obtained his PhD
in 2011. He gives astronomy talks and lectures on almost any area of astronomy to a wide range
of ages. He is the author of the 2021 popular astronomy book The Invisible Universe, why
there’s more to reality than meets the eye.

TUE

9JUN 7:30pm

Finding History:
Archaeological and other finds

Archaeology

ZOOM Lecture

Bryan Popple Kate White

Bryan Popple explains the types of archaeological and other finds that can be found in your
garden or out walking. He will detail finds from different periods - ranging from Paleolithic to the
Victorian: where they are likely to be found, and how to record and identify them. Bryan is Head
of Archaeology & History at the BNSS. He has been involved in archaeological digs for over 30
years and is a trained artist. He also lectures locally on art and archaeology of the area.

SAT 10am-

13JUN 5. 30pm

IN-
HOUSE

Steve
Limburn

Young

Mathematics
Explorers

Young Explorers

SAT

13JUN  oom

IN-
HOUSE

The Scientists Behind Scientific
Apparatus

Steve
Limburn

Steve

. Science Lecture
Limburn

In this Hands On talk, Steve will bring 20 pieces of scientific apparatus & open with a quiz as to
their origins. He will then discuss the history and use of these items and the scientists who gave
their names to them. Steve Limburn is BNSS microscopy chair, Coordinator of the Young

Explorer Programme, and Eucation Officer. He is a reitred science teacher and whiskey expert.

TUE

16JUN . oom

IN-
HOUSE
& ZOOM

Jonathan
McGowan

Rescuing Marine Mammals in

Martin Gillett the UK

Zoology Lecture

The talk by Martin Glllet of British Divers Marine Life Rescue (BDMLR) will provide insight into
the species of marine mammals that are typically seen around the UK coastline along with a
number of call out stories from local incidents, including a dolphin stranding at Hayling Island, a
seal rescue from the Isle of Wight, and Thor the Calshot Walrus! Martin
Gillett is volunteer Area Coordinator for Hampshire and Dorset with a particular passion for
seals, and also is a volunteer for the Seal Research Trust. BDMLR are a charity with over 2,000
trained volunteers across the UK acting as a frontline response service for marine mammals that
may be in need of help, reported via a 24-hour helpline.

TUE

23JUN oo

Talking Plants: An Al experiment at
Cambridge University Botanic
Garden

Dr Raphaella
Hull

Margaret

ZOOM Ross

Tech Lecture

What would you ask a plant if it could talk back? In spring 2026, Cambridge University Botanic
Garden launched Talking Plants, an exhibition where visitors can have conversations with 20
plants using generative Al. In this talk, Dr Raphaella Hull shares how the project was created
and what the experiment reveals about how people connect with plants. Dr Raphaella Hull is
Acting Head of Learning at Cambridge University Botanic Garden, where she develops teaching
and public engagement programmes that connect visitors with the plant world. Before this, she
completed a PhD on how plants perceive symbiotic fungi in the soil.




JUNE SPEAKER TITLE CHAIRMAN
27 JUN SAT HO"l:lJ-SE OPEN MORNING 10am-1:30pm Contact: Sally Grant
SAT IN- Erin The President's Talk . .

27 JUN 2:30pm HOUSE | Greenslade | Haunted Wessex - Campfire Tales President's Talk
Tapping into the very human desire to tell and share stories, Erin presents a collection of folk
tales, folklore and other oddities about the very countryside we live in. After the talk, audience
members will be invited to share their own folklore tales as part of the age old oral tradition of
storytelling and community. Erin is President of the Society for 2026. She is a full-time English
Teacher at Bournemouth School, a natural career path for a lifelong lover of the written and
spoken word. Erin is also pursuing a Master's Degree in English Literature (with a focus on
Poetry) and helps run the Young Explorers programme at the Society.

30 JUN TUE ZOOM | Julie Hatcher Swifts: The Sounds of Summer Tony Ornithology

7:30pm Fulford

Julie Hatcher will give a local perspective on swifts during Swift Awareness week. Julie is a
member of Swanage and Purbeck Swifts, a local group working to halt the decline in swifts in the
area. She is also a marine biologist and scuba diver, and has co-authored books on
beachcombing, rockpooling and seahorses. She has been manager of the Wild Seas Centre
since 2004 for the Dorset Wildlife Trust at Kimmeridge. As well as managing the day to day
running of the centre, she manages a team of volunteers and produces interpretations on the
marine environment for the Dorset Wildlife Trust.




